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of publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER of the notice of availability of 
the draft EIS. 

(iii) Comments. It is the responsibility 
of all individuals and organizations to 
ensure that their comments are re-
ceived in a timely manner as provided 
for in paragraph (a)(4) of this section. 

(iv) Extension. The time period for the 
opportunity to comment on a proposed 
project or activity to be documented 
with an environmental assessment 
shall not be extended. 

(2) Computation of the comment period. 
The time period is computed using cal-
endar days, including Saturdays, Sun-
days, and Federal holidays. However, 
when the time period expires on a Sat-
urday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, 
comments shall be accepted until the 
end of the next Federal working day 
(11:59 p.m. in the time zone of the re-
ceiving office for comments filed by 
electronic means such as email or fac-
simile). 

(3) Requirements. To be eligible to 
submit an objection, individuals and 
entities must have provided the fol-
lowing during the comment period: 

(i) Name and postal address. Email 
address in addition is recommended but 
not required. 

(ii) Title of the proposed project or 
activity. 

(iii) Specific written comments as de-
fined in § 218.2 regarding the proposed 
project or activity, along with sup-
porting reasons. 

(iv) Signature or other verification of 
identity upon request and identifica-
tion of the individual or entity who au-
thored the comment(s). For comments 
listing multiple entities or multiple in-
dividuals, a signature or other means 
of verification must be provided for the 
individual authorized to represent each 
entity and for each individual in the 
case of multiple names. A scanned sig-
nature or other means of verifying the 
identity of the individual or entity rep-
resentative may be used for electroni-
cally submitted comments. 

(v) Individual members of an entity 
must submit their own comments to 
establish personal eligibility; com-
ments received on behalf of an entity 
are considered as those of the entity 
only. 

(4) Evidence of timely submission. 
When there is a question about timely 
submission of comments, timeliness 
shall be determined as follows: 

(i) Written comments must be post-
marked by the Postal Service, emailed, 
faxed, or otherwise submitted (for ex-
ample, express delivery service) by 
11:59 p.m. in the time zone of the re-
ceiving office on the 30th calendar day 
following publication of the legal no-
tice for proposed projects or activities 
to be analyzed and documented in an 
EA or the 45th calendar day following 
publication of the NOA in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER for a draft EIS. 

(ii) Hand-delivered comments must 
be time and date imprinted at the cor-
rect responsible official’s office by the 
close of business on the 30th calendar 
day following publication of the legal 
notice for proposed projects or activi-
ties to be analyzed and documented in 
an EA or the 45th calendar day fol-
lowing publication of the NOA in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER for a draft EIS. 

(iii) For emailed comments, the send-
er should normally receive an auto-
mated electronic acknowledgment 
from the agency as confirmation of re-
ceipt. If the sender does not receive an 
automated acknowledgment of the re-
ceipt of the comments, it is the send-
er’s responsibility to ensure timely re-
ceipt by other means. 

(b) Consideration of comments. (1) The 
responsible official shall consider all 
written comments submitted in com-
pliance with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) All written comments received by 
the responsible official shall be placed 
in the project file and shall become a 
matter of public record. 

§ 218.26 Objection time periods. 

(a) Time to file an objection. Written 
objections, including any attachments, 
must be filed with the reviewing officer 
within 45 days following the publica-
tion date of the legal notice of the EA 
or final EIS in the newspaper of record 
or the publication date of the notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER when the Chief 
is the responsible official (see 
§ 218.7(c)). It is the responsibility of ob-
jectors to ensure that their objection is 
received in a timely manner. 
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(b) Time for responding to an objection. 
The reviewing officer must issue a 
written response to the objector(s) con-
cerning their objection(s) within 45 
days following the end of the objection 
filing period. The reviewing officer has 
the discretion to extend the time for up 
to 30 days when he or she determines 
that additional time is necessary to 
provide adequate response to objec-
tions or to participate in resolution 
discussions with the objector(s). 

Subpart C—Provisions Specific to 
Proposed Projects Authorized 
Under the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act 

§ 218.30 Applicability and scope. 
This subpart includes provisions that 

are specific to proposed hazardous fuel 
reduction projects documented with a 
Record of Decision or Decision Notice, 
and authorized under the Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act (HFRA). The sec-
tions of this subpart must be consid-
ered in combination with the general 
provisions of subpart A of this part for 
the full complement of regulatory di-
rection pertaining to predecisional ad-
ministrative review of the applicable 
projects and activities. 

§ 218.31 Authorized hazardous fuel re-
duction projects subject to objec-
tion. 

(a) Only authorized hazardous fuel re-
duction projects as defined by the 
HFRA, section 101(2), occurring on Na-
tional Forest System land that have 
been analyzed in an EA or EIS are sub-
ject to this subpart. Authorized haz-
ardous fuel reduction projects proc-
essed under the provisions of the HFRA 
are not subject to the requirements in 
subpart B of this part. 

(b) When authorized hazardous fuel 
reduction projects are approved con-
temporaneously with a plan amend-
ment that applies only to that project, 
the objection process of this subpart 
applies to both the plan amendment 
and the project. 

§ 218.32 Objection time periods. 
(a) Time to file an objection. Written 

objections, including any attachments, 
must be filed with the reviewing officer 
within 30 days following the publica-

tion date of the legal notice of the EA 
or final EIS in the newspaper of record 
or the publication date of the notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER when the Chief 
is the responsible official (see 
§ 218.6(c)). It is the responsibility of ob-
jectors to ensure that their objection is 
received in a timely manner. 

(b) Time for responding to an objection. 
The reviewing officer must issue a 
written response to the objector(s) con-
cerning their objection(s) within 30 
days following the end of the objection 
filing period. 

PART 219—PLANNING 

Subpart A—National Forest System Land 
Management Planning 
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